History of Philosophy
Csaba Sós
Thursday from 12 to 2 pm, Conference room 418 

Description of the course
The aim of the course is to give a broad outline of the development of philosophical thought and its main intersections through the texts given below, so that students will become familiar with some of the central problems of philosophy. Throughout the course, we will seek answers to the questions: What is philosophy, what is the philosophical thought? Philosophy, as Gilles Deleuze puts it, is something that invents new concepts and notions from time to time. Accordingly, without claiming to be exhaustive, we will take a closer look at the concepts and notions through which certain key figures in the history of philosophy sought to grasp the world. It is our clear intention to demonstrate the diversity of philosophical thought and its capacity for continuous renewal.   
Requirements, assignments
Method of assessment: written tests
Topics
1. What is philosophy? (Deleuze and Guattari)
2. Plato: The Symposium I.
3. Plato: The Symposium II.
4. Descartes: the principal of “Cogito, ergo sum.” I.
5. Descartes: the principal of “Cogito, ergo sum.” II.
6. Berkeley: the principal of “Esse est percipi.” I.
7. Berkeley: the principal of “Esse est percipi.” II.
8. Nietzsche: The Birth of Tragedy I.
9. Nietzsche: The Birth of Tragedy II. 
10. Bergson: An Introduction to Metaphysics I.
11. Bergson: An Introduction to Metaphysics II.
12. Sartre: Existentialism is a Humanism I. 
13. Sartre: Existentialism is a Humanism II. 
14. Derrida: Letter to a Japanese Friend
Required and recommended literature
Deleuze, Gilles and Guattari, Félix (1994): What Is Philosophy? (Only the chapter entitled ’What Is a concept?’). Translated by Hugh Tomlinson and Graham Burchell. New York: Columbia University Press. 15-35. 

Plato (2005): The Symposium. Translated by Christopher Gill and Desmond Lee. London: Penguin Books – Great Ideas. 
Descartes, René (1968): Discourse on Method - Meditations. Translated by F. E. Sutcliffe. London: Penguin. 

Berkeley, George (2002): A Treatise Concerning the Principles of Human Knowledge. Edited by David R. Wilkins. London. Based on the edition published by Jacob Tonson in 1734.   

Nietzsche, Friedrich (2008): The Birth of Tragedy. Translated by Ian Johnston. Vancouver – Nanaimo. 

Bergson, Henry (1918): An Introduction to Metaphysics. Translated by T. E Hulme. New York – London: G. P. Putnam’s Sons.

Sartre, Jean-Paul (2007): Existentialism is a Humanism. Translated by Carol Macomber. New Haven and London: Yale Unversity Press.

Derrida, Jacques (1985): „Letter to a Japanese Friend”. In: Derrida and differance. Edited by Wood & Bernasconi. Warwick: Parousia Press. 1-5. 
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