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Course Description
 
The aim of this course is to develop students’ confident presentation skills and visual communication abilities, with a particular focus on the presentation as a specific communicative situation. Students will be introduced to the use of selected presentation software (PowerPoint, Canva AI) and image-editing tools; however, the primary emphasis of the course is not on mastering technical solutions. Instead, the focus is on the visual representation of abstract ideas, adapting presentations to audience and context, creating impact, capturing and maintaining attention, and analyzing different presentation strategies and approaches.

Throughout the semester, students will engage with these topics through the critical reading of the recommended literature and the analysis of examples. Key questions addressed in the course include how various visual aids influence attention, why the definition of a “good” presentation is context-dependent, and when slide decks support or hinder presentation performance. The course also explores how data visualization can be used to strengthen arguments, as well as how current visual and presentation trends shape what is perceived as a contemporary and effective presentation.



Requirements 

· Class attendance (a maximum of three absences is permitted)
· Active participation in class, including the completion of individual and group in-class activities
· Completion of take-home assignments
· Preparation of two presentations using the specified software, in accordance with the prescribed formal requirements. The presentations must be delivered in class at pre-arranged times.


Course Topics

	Week
	Date
	Topic
	Recommended Reading

	1.
	11 Feb
	Orientation session: course structure, requirements, assigning dates for student presentations
	

	2.
	18 Feb
	Characteristics of an effective presentation. Creating impact.
	Cliff Atkinson: A Theatre of Persuasion. In: Cliff Atkinson: Beyond Bullet Points. Pearson Education, 2018. 31 – 51. 

	3.
	25 Feb
	Characteristics of an effective presentation. Metaphor and storytelling
	Carmine Gallo: Master the Art of Storytelling. In: Carmine Gallo: Talk Like TED. New York: St. Martin’s, 2014. 34 – 58.

	4.
	4 Mar
	Effective PowerPoint techniques
	

	5.
	11 Mar
	Canva and Canva AI-techniques
	

	6.
	18 Mar
	Presentation analysis
	

	7.
	25 Mar
	Presentation analysis
	

	8.
	1 Apr
	SPRING BREAK

	9.
	8 Apr
	Student presentations
	

	10.
	15 Apr
	Student presentations
	

	11.
	22 Apr
	Student presentations
	

	12.
	29 Apr
	Persuasive visual storytelling
	Cliff Atkinson: The 5 Principles and 10 Building Blocks of Persuasive Visual Storytelling. In: Cliff Atkinson: Beyond Bullet Points. Pearson Education, 2018. 82 – 112.

	13.
	6 May
	Infographics and data visualisation  
	Alberto Cairo: Why Visualize: From Information to Wisdom. In. A. Cairo: The Functional Art. An Introduction to Information Graphics and Visualisation. New Riders, 2013. 24 – 40. 

	14.
	13 May
	Course wrap-up and feedback
	




Links

E-learning: https://elearning.unideb.hu/course/view.php?id=18342
Diasorok feltöltése ide: https://forms.gle/dQJ5fu2HnCrpeMv8A
 

Recommended Reading

Atkinson, Cliff: Beyond Bullet Points. Pearson Education, 2018.
Carmine Gallo: Talk Like TED. New York: St. Martin’s, 2014.
Nicholas B. Oulton : Killer Presentations. How To Content, Oxford, 2009.
Alberto Cairo: The Truthful Art. Data, Charts, and Maps for Communication. New Riders, 2016.
Alberto Cairo: The Functional Art. An Introduction to Information Graphics and Visualisation. New Riders, 2013.
Garr Reynolds: Presentation Zen Design, Second Edition. A Simple Visual Approach to Presenting in Today’s World. Pearson Education, 2014.


Guidelines on the Use of AI Language Models (ChatGPT, Copilot, Gemini, etc.)

The use of generative artificial intelligence tools (e.g. ChatGPT, Copilot, Gemini, Canva AI) is permitted and explicitly encouraged during this course, as these tools form an integral part of the contemporary technological environment. Familiarisation with and experimentation with the AI features of Canva are included in the course curriculum.

However, the use of generative AI tools does not replace independent thinking. Students are responsible for critically interpreting any textual or visual suggestions generated by AI, for shaping their presentations in a conscious and reflective manner, and for being able to justify the choices they make.

Automatically generated texts produced by AI tools and used without modification do not meet the academic and professional standards of the course. The use of AI-generated images and visual elements in presentations is permitted, provided that they are appropriate to the purpose and context of the presentation.
