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Course description
The aim of the course: to provide an introduction into some theoretical insights about media collections and archives. So, the course will focus on the relations of media heritage and memory (which revive this heritage), the digitalization of audiovisual archives, and the role of descriptive and explanatory pieces of information added to the contents of archives. The theoretical conclusions will be illustrated by Hungarian and international examples of media collections.
Assignments
● Oral exam based on the materials of the lectures.
● Take-home short essay (max. 3 pages) which analyse a chosen media collection/archive (not part of the course’s list of examples). The essay should study how the given media collection/archive serves heritage management, deals with the consequences of digitalization, or offers possibilities for guiding and involving users.
(In determining the final grade, oral exam will be counted twice.)  

Topics
1. Archives and memory 
2. Audiovisual memory: media archives and the circulation of cultural heritage

3. The stake of remediation: passing on physical media in digital environment

4. The role of metadata: contextualization and user involvement in the case of online archives
5-6-7. Official and national Hungarian media archives, digitalization projects, content service platforms: NAVA, MANDA, Filmhíradók Online (“News Reels Online”)
8-9-10. Privately-operated media archives, free and paid versions: Arcanum, Diamúzeum (“Filmstrip Museum”), Fortepan, Hórusz Archívum
11-12-13. International/global digitalization projects and media archives: Internet Archive, Europeana, streaming service of National Film Board, Cinema Memory and the Digital Archive
Recommended literature
Brunow, Dagmar: Curating Access to Audiovisual Heritage: Cultural Memory and Diversity in European Film Archives. Image and Narrative, 2017/1. 97-110. Online: https://www.imageandnarrative.be/index.php/imagenarrative/article/view/1486/1195
Brunow, Dagmar: Curating a Research Archive for the Future and Celebrating Digital Memories of Joy and Pleasure. In: Kuhn, Anette – Sarah Neely – Richard Rushton – Jamie Terrill (szerk.): Cinema Memory and the Archive. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2026, 223-238. Online: https://www.jstor.org/content/oa_chapter_edited/10.3366/jj.41781090.18?searchText=au%3A%22Dagmar+Brunow%22&searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoBasicSearch%3Fsi%3D1%26Query%3Dau%253A%2522Dagmar%2BBrunow%2522%26so%3Drel&ab_segments=0%2Fbasic_phrase_search%2Fcontrol&refreqid=fastly-default%3A77111eb44dbad21dd779fb8e819451b2&seq=1
Harrison, Rodney – Nélia Dias – Kristian Kristiansen (szerk.): Critical Heritage Studies and the Futures of Europe. UCL Press, 2023.

Hoskins, Andrew (szerk.): Digital Memory Studies: Media Pasts in Transition. New York – London, 2018.

Kuhn, Anette – Sarah Neely – Richard Rushton – Jamie Terrill (szerk.): Cinema Memory and the Archive. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2026. Online elérhetőség: https://www.jstor.org/content/oa_book_edited/10.3366/jj.41781090
PAGE  

