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Description of the course

Lectures covering broad themes introduce students to the fundamental principles, questions, perspectives, and methods of cultural anthropology. Through an analysis of the theoretical and methodological trends of the major 20th-century schools of thought, the course also demonstrates how, through direct experience and information gathered during fieldwork, anthropology evolved into an independent discipline distinct from other disciplines that study cultures and societies. During the course, we will provide an introductory overview of sub-disciplines of anthropology, citing specific examples.

Requirements, assignments

Active participation in lectures;
Participation in the discussion of case studies; 
Mastering the course material available on the e-learning platform and completing assignments; 
Presenting a presentation.

Topics

1. The goals, areas of study, and approaches of cultural anthropology.
2. The concept of culture and its interpretations: Possible definitions, possible interpretations, and theories regarding the origins of culture.
3. Major milestones in the history of anthropology: periods, researchers, topics—an introductory overview. I.
4. Major milestones in the history of anthropology: periods, researchers, topics—an introductory overview. II.
5. Methods of anthropological understanding. Ethnographic methods and fieldwork.
6. Anthropological photography and film.
7. Specialized Anthropologies I: Fundamentals of Social Anthropology 1. Kinship Systems.
8. Specialized Anthropologies I: Fundamentals of Social Anthropology 2. Marriage, Family.
9. Specialized Anthropologies II: Fundamentals of Anthropology of Religion.
10. Specialized Anthropologies III: Foundations of the Anthropology of Art. Foundations of the Anthropology of Economics. Foundations of Political Anthropology. Other specialized anthropologies: legal, medical, etc.
11. Historical Anthropology. Case Study: Witchcraft in the Past and Today.
12. Language, Communication, and Culture: Proxemics. Anthropological Aspects of Intercultural Communication.
13. Applied Anthropology: Theoretical Frameworks and Methodology. Case studies in medical anthropology, business anthropology, and anthrozoology.




The course develops
The aim of the course is to help students become more sensitive to the scientific examination and management of social problems by introducing them to the history, key issues, and research methods of cultural anthropology. Students will become familiar with anthropological strategies that promote social integration. They will understand the concept of cultural relativism. They will be motivated to promote intercultural dialogue and to actively participate in it.

Required literature

1. LÁSZLÓ LETENYEI: Cultural Anthropology History of Theory. Corvinus University of Budapest 2021. https://unipub.lib.uni-corvinus.hu/6638/1/LetenyiL_Cultural_Anthropology_e-book.pdf 
2. Reading materials uploaded to the e-learning platform 


Recommended literature

1. Nina Brown, Thomas McIlwraith, Laura Tubelle de González: PERSPECTIVES: AN OPEN INTRODUCTION TO CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY. 2020 American Anthropological Association 2300 Clarendon Blvd, Suite 1301 Arlington, VA 22201. https://perspectives.americananthro.org/Chapters/Perspectives.pdf 
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